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Just before Thanksgiving in 2009, Katie Cook and Dan Suozzi went 
out to dinner, eager to spend a little time alone before the holiday 
festivities began. Katie, however, had no idea that Dan was planning 
to make this a dinner she would remember forever. A longtime friend 
of the restaurant’s owner, he had arranged for the room to be empty 
by the time they fi nished their meal. After the last of the customers 
had gone, Dan asked Katie to close her eyes. “He took a ring he had 
given me, which I wore on my right ring fi nger, and slipped it onto 
my left hand, asking, ‘Will you marry me?’” she says. In actuality, 
while her eyes were closed, Dan switched the inexpensive ring with 
a diamond engagement ring. “It took me a few minutes to look down 
at my hand and realize that the proposal was real, at which time I 
gasped, ‘Yes!’” says Katie. The couple didn’t have to go far to share 
the good news — Dan had invited their families and friends to a 
restaurant right next door. 

Katie and Dan met through a mutual friend at Duke University, but it 
wasn’t until they both moved to New York City and found themselves 
at many of the same social events that they began to date. They agree 
that their attraction to each other was magnetic and undeniable. “We 
both knew very early on that we were destined to be married one 
day,” Katie says simply. 

At the beginning of their relationship, Katie traveled to Nantucket 
with Dan and fell in love with the island. Her mother happened to 
be looking for a summer rental at the time, and at Katie’s suggestion, 
she rented a home just outside the main town. Her family has since 
spent every summer there, so naturally, it was the perfect spot for the 
wedding. “Throughout our relationship, Nantucket was a place we 
both loved and had great memories of together,” says Katie. 

Because many of the guests would be traveling long distances to 
attend, the couple planned three days worth of activities for everyone 
to enjoy. The groomsmen got a chance to show their competitive sides 
at a golf match, winning trophies for “Longest Drive,” “Closest to the 
Pin,” and “Biggest Loser” (for the player with the highest score) — 
honors they proudly presented at the rehearsal dinner.

Katie’s grandparents were unable to attend the wedding, so the 
couple made special arrangements for them to “host” a cocktail 
party that weekend. “We had a photo displayed of their wedding 
day and handed out candy almonds, which our grandfather always 

“WE BOTH KNEW VERY 
EARLY ON THAT WE 
WERE DESTINED TO BE 
MARRIED ONE DAY,” 
KATIE SAYS SIMPLY.
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gave us as kids and are a tradition 
at Italian weddings,” says 
Katie. Katie's godmother also 
read a poem that her grandfather had read 
many times to his children and grandchildren. 

Katie and Dan wanted to make the wedding unique with the clever 
use of personal details. They had worked carefully with their reverend 
to select the readings and music, and as they exited the church, Katie’s 
cousin surprised her by playing the bagpipes. Instead of just a single 
wedding cake, Katie indulged her powerful sweet tooth by turning 
the cake table into a decadent dessert bar, complete with jars of candy 
and delicious cupcakes.

While the wedding went as smoothly as they could have hoped, a few 
days later, the bride and groom were surprised to receive an e-mail 
from a wedding crasher. “I’m 72 and my wife is 65,” the e-mail read, 
“but we were party crashers! I had the opportunity to dance with 
lots of your beautiful young guests and had a wonderful time. The 
reception was fantastic, and we wish you and your lovely bride all the 
happiness in the world.” Looking back, Katie and Dan can’t help but 
laugh about their uninvited guests. Some celebrations are so much 
fun, they simply can’t be missed.

wedding professionals
featured 

coorDination: uNIQue NANTucKeT eVeNTS
uNIQueNANTucKeT.com (PAGe 37)

eVent rentals: PlAceSeTTeRS, INc.
PlAceSeTTeRS-INc.com (PAGe 47)

Floral DesiGn: SoIRÉe FloRAl
SoIReeFloRAl.com (PAGe 25)

PHotoGraPHY: clAudIA KRoNeNBeRG
clAudIAK.com

recePtion site: GAlleY BeAcH
GAlleYBeAcH.NeT (PAGe 78)

{Other professionals}
caKe: JodI’S cAKeS
FaVors: NIco ANd lAlA
Hair & maKeuP: RJ mIlleR SAloN
inVitations: SAllY FoGARTY, PARTIeS & PAPeR
transPortation: cRANBeRRY TRANSPoRTATIoN
ViDeoGraPHY: NANTucKeT eVeNT medIA

Katie & Dan’s 
Advice

stay organized ! i had spreadsh
eets 

for everything. so many things
 

start to pile up & if you don’
t 

put in the time in advance , yo
u 

will become overwhelmed.1
No.

have a shot list for your 

photographer on the day of th
e 

event. in the craziness of the 

weekend i forgot mine & it made 

coordinating group shots much
 

more difficult.
2
No.
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